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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 02319 162240 Z 
11 

ACTION ARA-17 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-09 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-14 USIA-12 
COME-OO EB-11 FMC-04 CG-00 COA-02 T-03 OMB-01 RSR-01 
/104 W 

077170 

R 162040 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9108 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
USCINCSO 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 2319 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRN, PBOR, US, PN 

SUBJECT: EXILED PANAMANIAN DEPUTY WARNS OF POSSIBLE DAMAGE TO 
PANAMA CANAL 

HUMBERTO ZAPPI P„ FORMER PANAMIAN DEPUTY ( PARTIDO ACCION 
DEMOCRATICA 1968-1972) NOW IN EXILE VENEZUELA, CALLED EMBOFF 
MARCH 16 TO REPORT HE HAS JUST RECEIVED WORD FROM PANAMA OF 
TORRIJOS PLAN TO DIVERT CHAGRES RIVER. HE SAID EFFECT WILL BE 
TO DRAIN GATUN LAKE AND DAMAGE CANAL OPERATION. ACCORDING TO 
ZAPPI, THIS PLAN IS WHAT TORRIJOS WAS REFERRING TO WHEN HE 
SPOKE OF VULNERABILITY OF CANAL. ZAPPI IS A RATHER SHADY AND 
UNRELIABLE CHARACTER WHO LIVES HERE ON SUFFEREANCE OF SOME 
FRIENDS IN VENEZUELAN CONGRESS, BUT HE HAS ASKED US TO PASS HIS 
INFO ON TO DEPARTMENT AND WE ARE DOING SO ( DUBIOUSLY) 

FOR WHATEVER IT MAY BE WORTH. 

DEVINE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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